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CMC FEDERATIOH TO

DISCUSS DEFENSE

rrcparednclss, Immigration, and

Labor Conditions Before
0 Gathering Here.

Preparedness, Immigration, labor a,

relations of Kovernmcnt to
business and rlvll pensions will bo
among' tho subjects discussed nt tho
sixteenth annual mectlnff of the Nu-tlon- nl

Civic Federation, which con-
venes ut tho Wlllurd tomorrow niorn- -
Inp for a two-da- y session.

Tho Federation will meet simultane-
ously with tho woman's department, of
which Rliss Slaudo 'Wetinore, daughter
of former Senator Wetmore, ot llhode
Island, is national president. Tho
woman's department will discuss n,

number o.subJects independent of tho
Federation.

Tho New York and New Jersey dele-
gations to the woman's department will
liavo as their slogan, "Slnff Sing Must
Go," and they will rally strongly to
tho defense of Thomas Mott Osborne,
deposed warden of 'that Institution.
Ways nnd Jieuns of furnishing em-
ployment to American women thrown
nut of work by the Kuropean war, a
fcubjeet already given considerable
thought and attention by the women,
will also be discussed.

Scth Low To Preside.
The meeting of the Civic Federation

brought several score prominent men
and women from all parts of tho coun-

try today, and by tho time Scth l.ov,
president ot the organization, drops
ills gavel for tho first session tomor-tnw- "

the national capital will have a
distinguished gathering within its gates.

Mr. Low, former mayor of New York
xiid former president of Columbia t'nl-crslt- y,

will deliver the opening address
at 10 o'clock. A number of reports from
chairmen of the various committees will
follow. These will include ono by Ati- -,

gust Belmont, of New York, chairman
of the workmen's compensation depart-
ment, on "The Status of Workmen's
Compensation Laws;" another by Miss
Maude Wetmore, on the achievements
ii ml development of tho woman's de-
partment, and another by Louis A. Cool-Idfe- e,

former Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury, chairman of the welfare de-
partment, on "A Year of Satisfactions

Ameiican Employers' Pi of
Plans."

Other reports will be "Causes of In-
dustrial Accidents," by Louis B.
Schram. chairman of the committee on
prevention of Industrial accidents; "The
Minimum Wage By Law." by Alexander
.T. Porter, chairman of the minimum
Wage commission; "Uniformity of Leg-
islation and Court Procedure." by
Thomas w. Shclton, of the uniform law
(ommlttoc, and "Present Attitude To-
ward Social Insurance," by P. Tecum-e- h

Sherman, of the social insurance
commission. At luncheon, which will
follow tho morning session, and which
will be given by the woman's depart-
ment. Secretary of War flnrrlsnn Roth
Low. Congressmen Augustus p. Gardner
"i .Mas.ificniisotts. and Nicholas Long,
worth of Ohio, will speak.

For Government Workers.
'Tensions for Federal. State. Muni- -

ipal and Industrial Kmployes." thesubject of nn atldrcsR by William It.
WIIIcox. of Now York. Is exnected to
attract considerable attention from
Government cmploves in Washington
at the session which begins at 2:80
o'clock tomorrow afternoon. John .1.
Heviny. secretary of the National As-
sociation of Civil Service Kmplovcs.
has sent a' general Invitation for Gov-
ernment workers in Washington to
attend tomorrow nfternoon's session
and participate in the discussion
which will follow Mr Willeor's ad-
dress on tho retirement of Federal
employe".

Other reports to Vio heard tomorrow
afternoon will h thnse of Pr. WoodsHutchinson, nn "Pro-ro- ss in Tnrinqtrlil
Hvtrleno in Thirtv Years " William G
Mather en "The Growth of Kmploycrs'
Welfare Work." Hove IJobbltis on"Changes In Labnr Condition" nuMi"?the Past Thfrtv Years," and Dr .K. 13.
Smith on "Changes in Food and Drug
Supnly--P,-o?p- nt Needs."

All of Tnesdav morning's session
will be devoted to a disonoslon of thepreparedness problem. "What Is Ade-quate Preiinrednoss for National De-
fense?" wi'l lie the subject of an ad-lre- ss

bv Samuel Gompers, president
of the American Federation of Labor.
Other speakers will be Senator James
Wadsworth of New York, Senator M.
F. Phelan of Californln John Ilavs
llammond, Kmmett O'Neal, former
governor of Alabama; Arthur II.
nudum, secretarv of the Navy Lenge.
nnd Talcott Williams, director of the
Pulitzer School of Journalism.

Luncheon By Mrs. Hopkins.
Tuesday's luncheon will be given by

Mrs Archibald Hopkins, chairman of
th" District of section of tho
woman's department, nt the Bureau of
Knsrnvins and Printing. Previous to
(he lunrlieon the federation members
nnd their clients will make a tour of
inspection of the mnnev-maktn- g plant.

The woman's soetion will hold its first
independent mooting Tuesday morning,
when roports will bo received from the
various committee' and officers elected.

t a special meetln-- r Tuesday after-
noon the women v'll discuss the na-

tional defense question.
Incoming delegates to the meeting say

prospects are for s most successful ses
sion Thev said tno reieranon nau a
wealth of 'vital subjects to discuss and
that the 'session should result in great
good to the nation as well as the or-
ganization.
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ten months and twelve days after shehad been stricken.
...A.nd H,nco tllnt tlmp tho question:
"Who killed Adu Gilbert Dennis?" hasremained 'unanswered, and will never bo
answered, the pollco believe, except to
somo sad-eye- d priest In confesslonHl
confidence, or oy tho muidcrcr" on hisown bed of dca Hi.

Since tho day they were first con-
fronted with tho case. Central Office
dotcctlves and tiio entire police depart-
ment, particularly those of tho Second
precinct, have hud it in tho forefront
of their minds. They have never stop-
ped thinking about It slnqo the day
Mrs. Dennis' battered nnd bleeding body
was first discovered, but their nnswer
to tho question today Is tho same as
then:

"We haven't the faintest Idea."
There linvo been many puzzling cases

investigated by the Washington police,
but the slaying of Mrs. Dennis stands
today as tho most mystifying, baffling,
and Impenetrable ever recorded In IocrI
criminal annals. Ueslde it all other ed

mysteries with which tho pollco
have had to deal aro as plain as tno
noonday sun.

Tho fact that a man was arrested nnd
--Indicted for the murder of Mrs. Dennis
heightens rather than diminishes tho
mystery, for tho District Attorney re-
alized the Government had no case
whatever against him, and ho was re-

leased. ,
Man Living Near the Scene
Commited Suicide

Nor does the fact that n man living
near the home of the slnm woman
intimated in a note, which ho left after
committing suicide that ho knew some-
thing about tiic crime shed any llht
on the case. It was established- - by the
detectives that he was Irresponsible at
the time of writing und that he was
not In Washington when ihe woman
was beaten fatulb ns slio lay In her
bed in the still early mornlnr, houiu.

J'Jie Dennis easy aa not one to wl.ich
tv or three Cenluil Orflcu detectives
weie assigned. biutlsh and revolting
eitmb. it thoroughly stirred Washing-
ton and oroused --Major Syl ester and
Inspector jJoardnuin to detail every
nvuilable detective in tho lity to lend
his wits, energy, knowledge of crim-
inology nnd .criminals to i.ie search.
Alter weeks of fmllo investigation by
the detectives and police, during which
they unearthed u, i.uinber of clues, all
of which proved valueless, a reward of
51.000 wac offered tor the capture of tho
slaver. That reward (.till stands, so far
as "tho police aro advised, but it is be-

lieved to bo peiftclly safe from any
claimant.

At. ptilleo headquarters there aro two
grim reminders of the Dennis case
vhleh will not lei the-- police iort'ct ne
bulflinr cilme.

The nost gruesome of tnese is a
Llnou-Bpalleit'- cherry-staine- d lurch
piano stool, now In the property room
wuppeii in a piece of toiu anil faded
yellow paper and covered with dust.
Attached to the piano stool is a tag
hearing this Inscription:

' PiaiK. stool, tin. top of which was
used in assaulting Mrr. Dennis, ulficer
"A'eedon. Decembu II, 1W1."

Tin. oilier Is a icccrd in Kic hom'cldo
book which was made by Detective
"Hipp" Philips, a Police Depaitment
clerk, on October 22. 1902, the day Mrs.
Dennis died. It follows:

"Mrs. Ada Gilbert Dennis, a fashion-
able dressmaker, was found In bed in
her room at her home In K street
northwest, about .1 o'clock a. m. De-

cember 10. 1901. In an almost dying con-

dition. She had been brually assaulted
by some unknown person. Her skull
had been fractured, her jawbone broken,
and her left ear almost severed from
her head. Her left arm bore a num-
ber ot bruises, such as would be re
ceived In a struggle.

Bobbery could not ve &'? .th
mot ve. for on a tabic st or
her bed was a small box In which there,
whs a pocketuooK wen nucu wuu
money, as well as some money In the
box and nothing to hide it from view.

"It was about 5 o'clock when Mrs.
Dennis was found. She was partly
conscious when first discovered through
Miss Mary Doyle and Mr. Smith Win-fhel- l.

who were rooineis in the house
and heard groans thiough the heators.
or Hue. Tliev went to her loom, which
they found 'locked, nnd Ml. Winchfll
broke open tbo door, finding Mrs. Den-
nis in the above-mention- condition.

"Mrs. Dennis was taken to Garfield
Hospital In nn unconscious 'condition.
Wlille being carried to the ambulance
on a stretcher several agonizing cries
Indicated that the victim was conscious,
and Dr. Atkinson leaned over the pa-
tient, inqulting;

Conscious, But Would Not
Tell Who Assailed Her

" 'Mrs. Dennis did somebody hurt
you?'

" 'Yes, somebody,' she replied.
" 'Who was it?'
" 'Never mind,' she replied.
"On December 18, 1901, Mrs. Dennis

became conscious, but after being ques-

tioned for about thirty mlnute.s. made
no disclosures which would justify an
arrest.

"After hovering between life nnd
death for more than ten months, Mrs.
Dennis died at Garfield Hospital on
October 22, 1902. about 4 a. in.

"Richard Cole, colored, who was em-
ployed nt the house of Mrs. Dennis as
a porter, nan arrested November 7.
1902, charged with the murder and held
by the coroner's jury for the action of
tho grand Jury. I.ater the case was
nolle prossed by the "nlted States Dis-
trict Attorney, December !i, 1902. and
Cole was released.

"K. I PHILLIPS."
The mystery in the Dennis case was

Intensified arid made more baffling by
the fact that the slaye.r went to no
pains to conceal his Identity, destroyed
no evidences of the crime, yet left no
clues whatsoever, not even a foot-
print.

The murderer entered Mrs. Dennis
room, which was usuallv locked, beat
her to deatlv. with the top of fhe piano
stool or somo other blunt instrument,
left her bleeding and dying on her bed,
relocked the door and passed out into
the darkness, to vanish as completely
from tbo detectives as If he or she nev-
er existed on earth.

A circumstance which made the mys-
tery even more Impenetrable was that
tMrs. Dennis, xvlfo. during the ten
months and twelve days she lay on a
cot at Garfield Hospital, had many
lurid Intervals and spells of conscious-
ness, and seemed to be pn tho verge
of disclosing the Identity of her assail-
ant to anxious detectives, did not, but
Instead her tongue Invariably clove to the
roof of her mouth as If paralyzed when-
ever she attempted to frame the name
on her lips.

The high nervous tension to which
they had been wrought up. having been
kept on tenterhooks of exneetancv for
moutns, ami tne piiiaoie aspect presented
hv the mutilated woman, once radlantlv
beautiful, unnerved more than one of
the detectives . wno were kept on tlie
case from tlie ?lny It was first reported
until Mrs, Dennis died.

"It wns not only the most puzz'ing
and mystifying case on which X worked
during mv twenty-fiv- e years at the
central office, but It was the ono
which tore me to pieces, haunted me
and made me spend tlie greatest num-
ber of sleenlessi nights." said Kdward
("Dad") T'nrne. who Is now stationed
at tlie white House.
AH Mystery, Deep,
Dark and Unfathomable

"I" all my expeilerce as, a detective
and in nil I have Tad of crimes and
mysteries I have never encountered
tlie peroHcl of the Dennis " said

ietoct!' Kvans .on n' the Oenti'il
Office 'it who a jneclnct defective
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Dennis Murder Without Parallel, Detectives Say
at No. 2 when the Crlmo waa commit-
ted. Mrs. Dennis' residence was within
tho bounds of tho Second precinct and
Dctectlvo Kvnns Vvns ono cf tho Htst
inert on tho scene.

"What Mus thu inosl puzzling fepture
nbout tho case?" Evans and Homo woro
asked yoaterday. .

"The whole nftair," both unswerca at
once.

"What was tho best clue gotten in
the caseT' they went asked.

"None at nil," iceponded the two de-

tectives. "There, wtto no clues of the
sllgntest value. It was .Jl mystery,
doop. dark, and uiifiithomanle."

."Looking back on tho case after r.ioro
than fouiteen years, vvlmt is vonr
tiieory ns to who l.llled Mrs. Donnla?'
Detective llorno was nsked.

"I hod a tircnt many theories when I
investigated tho case." replied the vct-ora- n

detective,' "but I havn't a single
one now. The moro years that pass tho
inoro I nm puzzled by tho ease and the
less I think of the theories 1 lind. At
ono time I bellevcc' n wlilto ,mnn com-
mitted the foul clime. At unothc,- - I
thouirlit a. necrn killed Mrs. Dennis.
Then I Pgurcd a woman might hnvu
had something to do with it. l worneu
on every possible theory except suicide,
ani oven strongly entertained tho tob-ber- y

theory, altbough Mrs. Dennis'
money nnd Jewelry wcro not disturbed
and there was every renson for be-
lieving that robbery was not tho mo-
tive.

"There mav ho ono person living in
this wide world who knows who killed
Mrs. Dennis. That Hereon Is the ono
who committed the black crime. Mrs.'
Dennis may have known the name or
her assailant, but if she did she carried
the secret to hor r,ravo with her!"

Detective Kvans paused nnd reflected
for mariv moments when asked his the-
ory of the case. Then lie said:

"I don't like to say what mv theory
Is because It is a. delicate one." After
another pause he continued. "I bellcvo
Mrs. Dennis was murdered for revenge
or becnuse of Jealousy. I believe the
person who killed her will some day
confess. I do not believe any man or
woman could commit such a crimo and
allow his or her soul to be ushered into
the presence of the Maker without un-
sealing his or her lips. I may be wrong,
but I have held tho belief these four-
teen years, and I still hold It. Cnles
there is a confession, the wot Id will
never know who killed Mrs. Dennis."

Detective Evans told of the great ex-

citement which reigned in the north-
west section of the cltv when tho crime
was reported. Dctectlvo Home related
tlie stirring scenes around pnlicu nnd
detective headquarters, when every
man In the office was rushed here,
there, and verywheie. both in and
out of Washington. lunnlng down clues,
onlv to return empty-hande- d and teport
"waterhauls."

Among the men at Detective Head-
quarters on Inspector Hoardmnn's staff
in 1901 were Home antl Thomas llarti-sa- n.

Michael Mullet- - and Frank Bauer.
Patrick O'lllien and Alfred Pnrhain.
Neil Weedon and Sam lirowne. Thomas
McN'amee and Flank Heliili. George
Boyd, and a number of others, including
Henrv Lncv. a coloied sleuth.

Those men weie reputed to constitute
the best detective toice the National
Capital had ever had to that time. All
of them were unsigned to investigate
various phases of the Dennis case. In
addition to them. Precinct Detective
Evans, Lieut. Michael Byrnes and the
entire force at the Second precinct
worked night and day on the murder
mystery, but no ray of light was

in the direction the slayer had
taken.
Skull Fractured, Jawbone
Broken, Arms Battered

"I was At my home when the' case
was first reported at hcadquartcis."
said "Dad". Home yesterday, "aifd re
ccived orders by telephone to go Im-- 1

I
mediately to tho Iv street house, where
a woman' had been brutally assaulted.

"I hurried to the house and found
Detectives Helan and McNamee already
there. A crowd had gathered Inside
and outside the house, although it was
not daylight.

"Mrs. Dennis lay on the bed with her
skull fractured, her Jawbone biokon, her
arms bstlerod and her body weltering in
blood which covered tho torn and dis-
heveled bed. Dr. Wade Atkinson was
there preparing to dress Mrs. Dennis"
wounds.

"Hpian, McNamee. myself nnd other
detectives at once made an investiga-
tion of the premises and the circum-
stances of the finding of the body.
Mrs. Dennis' bedroom adjoined tho par-
lor on the first floor. She conducted

uuu CANADIANS DIE

IN AN ENGAGEMENT

Reports Reaching Ottawa Ind-

icate They Fell in Important

Battle on West Front.

OTTAWA. Ontario. Jan. Ifi. Reporti
reaching Ottawa Indicate: that Canadian
troops have been In an important en-
gagement, presumably on the west
front, and have suffered severely. Tho
losses are officially stated to have been
K5 killed and wounded. The regiments
In the fighting which have suffered are
the Third C. M. n.. of Medicine Hat,
Alberta, and tho Tlilrtv-flr- st Infantry
Battalion, of Calgarv. under Lieut. A.
H. Bell.

Tho Third Canadian Mounted Rifles Is
one of the finest battalions Canada has
sent to the front. It was recruited In
Medicine Hat. and is under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Whltaker.
Tho men composing the regiment are
drawn from nil corners of the globe.
Many aro Americans.

There aro. no details of the engage-
ment, only the bare statement of thei3j casualties being clven. GeneralHopes cabled to tho war office for de-
tails.

No Need for Jurors of Any
Sort in Perry County

MARTSVILLK. Pa.. .Tan. 16 Old
Perry county Is good. Sheriff D. L.
Klstlor has fcent word to all grand and
traverse Jurors of the January court
that they need not appear at court,
which would have convened tomorrow.

The grand Jurors are not required
since there are no cases, and tho
traverse Jurors for the reason that tho
only three civil cases on the list have
either Deen discontinued or settled.
This action will result In saving of ap-
proximately $240 for tlie county tax-
payers.

Collar Button Kills Boy.
VINCKNNRS, Ind.. Jan. bert

Pennington, eleven, was choked to death
by a collar button. The boy was play-
ing in tho stieet when he Picked up tho
collar button and put It In his mouth.
He started to run. but nfter he had
pone hu'f a block ho fell to tlie giounil
dying. Before a physician could nrrlvo
he hud choked to dentil, as the button
had lodged In his windpipe.

I

a fashlonablo dressmaking establish-
ment brr the second floor, where sho
employed a forco of twenty young
women. In other rooms on tho second
and third floors a number of roomers
lived.

"Mrs. Dennis' bed was on the north
sldo of the room. At tho foot of her
bed. we were Informed, sho always
kept a llttlo table or tabaretto on which
stood n bus lamp burning low through-
out tho night. It was bv the light of
tins lamp that tho tnurdorer guided his
death-dealin- g blows. On tho table lay
her pocketbook with more than $100 In
It, and under her pillow wo found a
chamois bag containing moro than
- worth of Jewelry. I
"She lay on tho bed with her face

xowara tho north. Tho left side of her
face was beaten Into an almost unrccog.
nlzable mass, and sho groaned Inces-
santly.

"Leaving the doctor to dross her
wounds, we went Into the parlor. There
wo found tho blood-staine- d piano stool
top on the floor somo dlstanco from the
stand of tho stool. The front window
farthest to tho cast of tho parlor was
raised and a wind whistled through It.
Outside the window was a little porch
with an iron railing around It,

"On tho porch wo found a flowcrpot
overturned. It was not knocked down
by any one leaving the house. Tho
flower pointed toward tho house, and
thero were other evidences that the
window was raised by some one enter-
ing the house through tho window, and
not by any one leaving that way.

"The problem which confronted my
fellow detectives nnd myself was this:
To find the person who entered that
window nfter 4 o'clock in the morning,
passed through the parlor, unscrewed
the piano stool from the stand, walked
down the hall, unlocked Mrs. Dennis'
door, bent her to death, relocked the
door, threw the piano stool top back In-

to the parlor and loft the house. I say,
that was our problem then, and It Is
with us today. Who killed Mrs. Dennis
becomes more of a mystery as years
roll on."
Neglected to Inform Police
Department In Time

"How do you know the crime was
committed after 4 o'clock In the morn-
ing?" Home was asked.

"On one of tho uppor floors of the K
street house lived John Gross, a news-
paper man, who worked nt night. We
ascertained from him that It was his
practice to tuin out the hall light when
he returned home at 4 o'clock every
morning. He was positive he turned tlie
light out at 4 o'clock that moiniug,
and was "equally certain that the front
parlor window was not up, that the
flower pot was not ovei turned, and
that he heaid no sound coining from
Mrs. Dennis' .loom when lie entered,

"Kroin other occupants of the house,
paitlcularly Miss Maty Doyle, we
learned that they weie awakened be-
tween 4:4." and ; o'clock by loud groans
coming fiom Mis. Dennis' room. Tho
groans vvete conveyed to the upper
lloois thiough a heating legister flue.

"Miss Doyle went to Mis. Dennis.'
room lo asceitain the cause of thte
gioans, but found tlie door securely
locked. She returned to the second
floor and aroused two cainenteis who
roomed in the house, and they foiced
the door ot Mrs. Dennis" room, finding
her unconscious on the blood-bespatter-

cd bed.
"They Immediately notified Mis. Den-

nis' mothei Mis. Abiaham Den-
nis, who summonod Dr. Atkinson to tho
house nnd nrianged with him to have
the wounded woman taken to Garfield
Hospital. It was after Dr. Atkinson
was summoned that the police were
notified of tho crime. I don't know
whether or not this delay had nnv
bearing on the case, and I am not
trying to alibi myself or tho Pollco
Department, but there is a bare possi
bility that. If the depaitment had been
pinmptly Inionned, we might have got-
ten some thread or web upon which to
begin our investigation.

Case Against Porter
Was Nolle Prossed

"After Di. Atkinson had dressed her
wounds. Mrs. Dennis wa.3 carried out
to tlie front of the house to be placed
In the Garlleld Hospital ambulance. I
heard faint cries coming from her and
suggested to Dr. Atkinson that she
might bo conscious nnd nblc to give us
some clue or iufoi illation upon which
to begin our search for hor assailant.

'Dr. Atkinson leaned over the
stretcher in which Mrs. Dennis lay
wiappcd in a blanket, and asked:

"Do you know who 1 um, Mrs. Den-
nis?"

'" 'Yes, you're Doctor Atkinson,' faint-
ly teplled the wounded woman.

' 'That's tine," said Dr. Atkinson to
us as he again bent over the stretcher
and asked:

' 'Did somebody hurt you?'
" 'Yes, somebody.' replied Mrs. Den-

nis.
" 'Well, Detectives Home and Evansare here nnd want to find the person

who hurt you. Can you tell them?'" "Never mind that,snow,' murmured
Mrs. Dennis, as she rolled over on the
stretcher and lapsed Into unconscious-
ness and was taken to the hospital."

Here Detective Kvans took up the
narratlvo again to tell of the various
clues Investigated and the results of
the inquiries.

"We thought robbery was the mo
tive," he said, "even in the face of the
discoverv of the Jewelry and money In
the room, for sometimes a burglar Is
frightened by the sight of his dead or
d.ving victim, loses his nerve, and runs
avvuy for fear other persons will be at-
tracted to tho scene by tho screams or
groans.

"Wc wcro Immediately confronted
with the fact that the person who com-
mitted this crime must have had a key
to Mrs. Dennis's room door, and that
he went thero unarmed, trusting to
luck, evidently, to find some weapon
in the house with which to dispose of
nny one who Interfered with his ne-
farious intentions.

"Tlie porter employed bv Mrs. Dennis
was arrested when he camfe to work.
He wis questioned and cross-question-

for many hours, but stoutly
protested his Innocence, insisting that
he had been to a dance! and thus ex-
plained his tardiness. Investigation
proved he had attended a dance. After
several days' confinement, during whicli
his overy statement was Investigated,
he was released.

"Subsequently he was arrested again,
and yet again, tho last timo being on
November 7. 1!02. about three weeks
after Mrs. Donnis died. He was des-
perately ill, and believed to bo near
death, but he could give, us no Infor-
mation of 'value.

"A coroner's Jur.v . however, held him
for tho action of the grand Jury. This
was dono probably more because he was
in custody than because of evldenca
against him. We had very llttld other
than suspicion against him. The grand
Jury indicted him. but noon Investiga-
tion of tho meager evidence the Dis-
trict Attorney asked the court to nolle
prosse the cbbo, and It was dropped
from tho record, the porter thereupon
being released."
Worked Along Othe? Lines
But Always Was Thwarted

"In the meantime we had been work
ing along "other lines, which led us to
Illinois, Texas, and elsewhete. But In
every direction In which we worked
we were unrewarded with tangible clues,

"Thinking that poihnps some one who
had figured In Mrs. Dennis' past life
might have been the perpetrator of the
crime, we investigated her tioni the
cradle to the morning of tlie assault.

'Mis. Dennis was n handsome woman
of fl with a skin ike marble
ravvn Ulatk hall, Urge blue o, and

d 200 pounds. Sho was a striking
typo of woman. She was born In Pcnn-sylvnhi- a,

and went to Baltimore with
her family at an early age. When In hor
twenties, sho married Walter Dennis, n
famous tragedian, who played with
Booth and other renowned actors.

"After his death sho opened the
dressmaking establishment, In which
sho entered to tho society trade of
Washington and became Intimately ac-
quainted with many of tho social lead-
ers here.

"Among the mass of Information we
obtained wcro the facts that a man
who was said to have been one of her
ardent ndmlrcrs and that ho came to
Washington frequently to visit her. Al-
though not definitely suspecting him,
but being ready and eager to entertain
any scinolanue of u clue, wc investi-gated to ascertain whether or not hewas In Washington on the morning of
tho assault. AVc obtained definite nnd
Irrefutable evidence that lie wan not in

ashlngtnn. and dropped him nfterfurther 'running him out.' "
Then Homo took up tho thread andrelated the strangest of all the strange

features of tho puzzling cate, tho sui-
cide of a man, who had left a notestrongly intimating that he knew thoIdentity of tho murderer.More strange than this, however, was
the fact that on a key ring found In
this man's pocket was a key whichopened the front door of Mrs. Dennis'
residence, but did not fit the lock ontno door of her room. Yet, in the faceof all these coincidences, tho detectives
ascertained to their satisfaction thatthe suicide knew nothing of the crimeexcept what ho had read Jn the news-papers.

"We were desperate for clues," saidHome, "and ready to believe utmost
W

ywiing in connection with, tho case.
,iiner nesuaieu lo Believe thestorles which came to us about 'a Gov

ernment employe, which were to thiseirect: That on several pccaslons. Inciuhs, barrooms and cigar stores thisman said to those gathered about him,
'''tectlves want to know whokilled Mrs. Dennis. 1 can tell them.

I can give them an accurate descrip-
tion or him.' Then 'he would give adescription which fitted no one but nim-sel- f.

Ho also talked of having comefrom a town where n young girl was
Deatcn to deatli with u hatchet und saidher slayer was never caught.

"We took this man Into custody andtalked with him for hours, during whlcnhe convinced us that he knew nothing
about the case and that he was Justtalking to hear himself talk nnd to at-tract attention to himself from the Hun-
dreds of nersons 'who frequ ented thesepublic plirces and began discussing theDennis case.
Not Even In Town
On Day of Crime

"He told us he was 'Just running on."
and retracted everything lie had been
quoted by heaiers as having said. c
learned he vvns not even here the day
of the crime.

"Tho remarkable tiling, though, wns
that a few days leter this man vvent
to his room in the K streit house
near Mrs. Dentils', sat down and wioie
a long, ranbllng note about the dark
nges. his mother, police persecution andthe Dennis case. Jn which he IntltnnteH
tliat he was Implicated more than tne
vvoijd would ever know. Then lie.(tagged his bed over to a gas burnerIn tho room attached a rubber Hoseto the Jet and put the othler end inIlls mouth after turning on tho gas.
Ho was found dead in tho gas-lllle- d

loom about thirty-si- x hours alter tliegas was turned on.
"Ills suicide attracted our attentionback to him. although wc had satis-

fied ourselves th.it lie knew nothing
about the case. My partner, Tom Harti-gn- .

went down to a town In Texas,
where this man came from, and learned
thiil a till had been beaten to deaththere a number of years before the
IJennis case. Tho mnn win rtl.l iliiiKtn.i.rt'caught, which Among the men who. the
nosed the tho suicide, ease since died P.--h-ad

to with the rase. tectlves llnrtlcnn. Lacy;
Haitigan learned fiom the Texas'

that the suicide. who j

was born in Arkansas and went tothe I.one Star State to teach school.
rin.i icu an exemplary inc. and was
never suspected of having committedany crime whatsoever. This disposed of
him as a suspect in tho Dennis ense.

what ho wrote, we MtWIodouwclvJsl
mat u was a case of alcoholism, pure
and simple with him. and that he was
more In the about the Dennis case
than we were. If such a state of af-
fairs could exist.
Could Get No
From Girl Employes

"We closely questioned every girl and
woman employed by Mrs. Dennis, but
got no shred of a. clue from them, and
they did not have any theories about
the case. We investigated the lives,
habits, nnd associates of many friends
of Mrs. Dennis, but got not a scintilla,
of a clue which would assist us In solv-
ing tho mystery of her assailant. We
learned tho names of practically all the
people with whom Mrs. Dennis had been
publicly seen In Washington during tho
thirty years she lived here, but suspicion
fell on none of them, nor could any ot
them shed the light on tho
case."

Both laughed when refer-
ence was made to the finding of a
bloody coat In a at Thirteenth
and IC streets northwest a few
after Mrs. Dennis was assaulted.

"I shudder to think what I would have
done to the man who put coat jn
that sewor If I could have laid hands
on him." sold Detective Kvans. "Thatman got me more excited and workedup than I ever had been in my life e,

or have beep since.
"That wns the hottest clue of them all.and It looked fine." said Kvans. "untilwo looked at the name of the merchantIn the collar and went to him. Fromhim we learned .the coat had beenbought two or three davs nfter Mrs.Dennis was assaulted. Somo one, hop-ing to create a sensation,

Killed a cat nnd soaked the coat Jn tho

STOMACH TROUBLES

DUE TO ACIDITY
stomach troubles, such as In-

digestion, wind, stomach-ach- e nnd In-
ability to retain food, nre In
nine cases out of ten simply cvldenco
that fermentation, the result of excess
scld, is taking, plaeo In the food con-tents of the slohiach causing the forma-tion of gas. Wind distends the stomachand causes that full, oppressive feeling
sometimes knon as heartburn, whllotho acid Irritates and InflameH dm .lnll.
cato lining of tho stomach. Tho troublolle entirely in the excessive secretionof acid and the fermentation of food.Such fermentation Is anirmny
involve harmful consequences If not cor-
rected. To stop or prevent fermenta-
tion of food contents of tlie stomach
and to neutralize the acid, and render it
blnnd and hurmloss, a teaspoonful of
Blsurated Magnos'a, perhaps tho best
and most effective corrector of acidstomach known, should be taken in a.
quarter of a gloss of hot or cold waterImmediately after eating, or
wind or acidity !s felt. stops tho
fermentation, and neutralizes the acidity
In a fow moments. Fermentation, wind
und acidity are unnecessary. Stop or
prevent them by the use of a proper
antacid, such ns Bisurated Magnesia,
which e.in be obtained from nny drug-
gist apil thus enable the stomai h to i,o
Us wink properlv without being hin-
dered by cs and excesiive acid. Advt.

follnc's blood to work us up. And ho
ccrtnlnlysuccceded."
, Both Dctectlvo Home nnd Evans, as
well ns McNamee. O'Brien.
Wtfdon, nnd others who worked on the
caso told of visiting Mrs, Dennis nt
Garfield Hospital In futilo quests for
clues.

When taken to the hospital Mrs. Den-
nis was pronounced In a precarious
condition, and llttlo or no hope wns en-

tertained for hot-- recovery. Becnuso of
her wonderful physique and constitution
sho withstood the operations performed
and lived ten nnd a half months after
the assault.

On December 18 she was given a
snllno solution and talked volubly about
birds, flowers, her girlhood, business,
and a great vnrletv of subjects, but not
one word did sho utter concerning the
identity of her ansnllaut.

Detectives Home llurtlgnn, Helan,
nnd others who wore there tliat day,
hanging on her jjvtry word and strain-
ing their ears to hear her niurmuilugs,
tried to elicit somo information about
Die case, but made no progress,

8ho wno asked if she teinombcred
being struck and replied in the

nnd made n similar response when
questioned .ns to vhether or not sho
knew tlie person who assaulted her.

But when asked In a soothing voice,
"Now tell us wlv) it was who struck
you," Mrs1. Dennis becamo suddenly
speechless. Her eyes bulged and sho
seemed to be laboring under great ex-

citement. Although nppcaring to be
struggling for speech, no words came
from her lips, and she would fall back
on her crt apparently exhausted from
her erfortn.

At other times she became irrational
when questioned ns to the Identity of
her nssailint, mentioning the names of
the detectives nnd doctors Ir. tho hos-
pital as the persons whb had attacked
her.

ttronnlnir everywhere for a clue.

COUPLE

said Home. "I thought that pcrliapsitr irj
Mrs. Dennis knew the name of her; WAK INUKjL 3 DUUY 1U

killing was however, ills-- 1 investigated
of suspicion that who have were

anything do , Pnrham. and
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assauani out was wuhoiuihk ' "'"us. I spent at least a hundred nights
behind a screen in her room Ht the
hospital listening to her delirious mur-muring- s.

Saw Her Rise Out of
Bed and Scream

"On a number of occasions I saw
her suddenly rise up from her bed and
scream, 'Oil, my God! I didn't know
God made such men ns you.' Then sho
would fall back on her bed and utter
low moans and fall to sleep. At other
times she would start up and shield
herself with a pillow as if to ward off
a blow or blot out tlie sight of some-
one near her, but never did she utter
the name or give the description for
which we hungeied and thirsted."

"Do you think she knew the name?"
he was asked.

"Well, that's for tho One Above to
say, not for anyone on this earth," le- -
piled the veteran sleuth.

Mrs. Dennis improved to sucli an
extent at the hospltHl that on the
bright days In September and October
of 102 she was placed In a chair and
wheeled about the grounds. One of
the visitors to tlie hospital, who wjis
attracted to her because of her pitiable
appearance, was Mrs. Theodore Boose-vel- t,

wife ot the President, and both
she and her husband became deeply
absorbed in the case.

At the time of her death Mis. Dennis
welched less than 100 bounds. Records
on llle at the Health Office show that
sue was fiftl-tw- o years old. had been
an inmate Of the hospital ten months
and twelve days, that she died from ex-
haustion, superinduced by a fractured
skull nnd cerebral abscess, and that she
wns burled In nock Creek Cemetery.

Tlie pollco sny that shortly, after her
death her mother-in-la- who was
seventy-fiv- e years old at tlie time the
assault was committed and unable to
be of any assistance in solving the mys
tery, died und was buried in the same

Inspector Bo.irdman and Capt. Michael
Byrnes.

No Alibi Offered By
Police In This Case

Ordinarily detectives and pol cemen
arc unwilling 10 discuss mystery cas-e-

''" tht po,1,e f".lt '""y l" ,fou,V5

"" me aJ mrJ iinnuivu mum. m
most even case detectives have some
clue, even though it goes down in polh e
annals ns a mystery, the evidence point-
ing strongly to koine man or woman,
but not being sufficient to justify an
arrest.

in some cases detectives and police-
men in many big cities lay the un-

fathomable crlmo on someone who lias
disappeared" or died, but In the Dennis
case tho Washington police oner no
alibi, excuse, or extenuating clrcum-Btnnc- e.

They very frankly say tney
did all they could to apprehend tho
guilty man, but that was not enougn.
The door to this magi's house was lock-
ed against them tourtecn years anu
more ago, and they have not yet founu
the key.

Although the Dennis case happened
years ago, the slightest plausible clue
would set the entire machinery or tno

ashlngton police department In mo-
tion on It today ns it did on that De-
cember day In 1901.

"1 don't know of a single hot
said Detective Kvans.

"If we had tho case to handle again
today we would undoubtedly do ex-

actly ns we did then," said Home, "and
with tho same result, probably "

'"There Isn't nny angle trom which
the Dennis case could possibly nave
Deen investigated that we did not prone
right down to the roots." said Detec-
tive Helan, who spent a hundred nights
in Mrs. Dennis room at tho hospital
listening for clues.

"When they look over the police rec-
ords a hundred years from now in
search of a mystery," said Detective
Weedon, "tho one tliat will imwediatc-l- y

spring to their notice will he, 'Who
killed Mrs. Dennis?' and the echo will
Hiiswer, ' ho?' "
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IN STORE BASEMENT

Consents to Perform
on Spot When Told They

Have Only 25 Minutes.
--r-

Minds with "but n s'ngle thought"
nnd n pair of hearts that had been flut-
tering ns one In moro than double-quic- k

timo were quieted yesterday afternoon
undqr the pavement of an I street
store where the Ilov. Hugh T. Steven-
son, pastor of Bethany Baptist Church,
performed the ceremony making Henry
G. Alley nnd Miss Frances N. Hill, both
of Richmond, man and wife.

Fluttering henrts, Cupid, twenty-fiv- e
minutes in which to have the knot tied
antl catch a train for home, and tho ex-
citing chase to catch up with the Rev
Mr. Stevenson, all entered into th
selection of a basement of the store as
the scene of the wedding.

"Are you Mr. Stevenson?" said the
breathless bridegroom ns he entered the
store at 1313 F street at 2M0 o'clock
"Can you marry us here? Wo must
catch a train nt 3:03," he continued be-
fore the clergyman could nnswer.

With permission of tho proprietor th
minister nnd the young couple went to
the basement, and as the crowds above
bustled up and down the asphalt of
the busy thoroughfare, she answered
"I will," nnd became Mrs. Hcno G
Alley. They were smiling happily aitlie 3:03 left the 1'nloii Station.

REST IN WILMINGTON
Miss Reva- - J. Taylor One of First

. to Respond to Red

Cross Call.

The. body of Miss Ileva J. Taylor,
one of the first American nurses to
answer the call of the Red Cross for
volunteers to go to Kurope at the out-
break of the war, and who died at
the Homeopathic Hospital here yes-
terday, win. taken to Wilmington,
Del., for burial tills afternoon. Fu-
neral services were held at the Regis-
tered Nurses' Club, 1337 K streetnorthwest, at 1 o'clock. Miss Taj --

lor, according- - to friends, will be one
of the first nurses to be burled vvith
both the United States and Red Cross
Hags.

Taken 111 In Knglnnd In December.
Miss Taylor returned to her home inWilmington, and after a few days
came to this city. She was gradu-
ated from the training school of theHomeopathic Hospital In 1898, and un-
til taking up, her work in Kngland
had practiced her profession in thiscity continuously. Wlille In Englan I
she served with the Royal Naval Hospltal and with the American Women's
War Hospital. When the AmericanBed Cross nurses returned to thU
count! y Miss Taylor remained, volun-teering to serve with the English Red
Cross, but iMness prevented. MissTaylor Is survived by a sister. Miss
KUa Taylor, a nurse, of this cltv, andher mother, who lives in Wilmington.

SORE TEETH
FOUL BREATH

(PYOIinilUA)
Discolored, Sore Teeth. Gum Disease

and Foul Breath Yield Quickly
to This Home Treatment.

Ion maj noiv nave the Irelli nature en r
jmi nnd make our mouth health) h follow
ins this new treatment ot liome" It I

flmple. easy and pleasant PtJb fld(s It Is palnWa and (.mnntixwsllily harm you In nnv v

Thousands of moutha
like this ar teen everj Ja The troj'! isknown as Prorrhea or niggs tiixeaxf. T'iroff. dlicolored, bleeding, andreceding sunn, loosened and enlil teecan he made firm. Mrong and liealtliv t,v n,,.,
pimple Montf Method

FREE BOOK TELLS HOW
Stop Despairing Drm't .Give Up

Hope of Saving Your Teeth.
A simple home treatment which we aiplacing before the public will brine vou idrelief and comfort you dealre. Stop spendingmoney with those who fto not help ou

lon"t waate your money on drujr store, rune-di- e
that are invariably, as you know,

Write to ua today and learn more about tl"lspalnlees. apeedy. lnexpenalve remedy that uunn une e, so there will be no furtherneed for you lo uudeiso the lone, painful orexpensive treatment.
you arc auftering- - with Pyorrhea or Itigkn

Dlaease. glnclyltla, iccerilng suni!-- , clone lo!
or loose teeth, oft. discolored or sion-- .
guma. If your breath is foul, if vour teeth
pain while eating, if ou are Rubject to had
taates then, for our own aakc. aend for Dr
Willard's book and learn how ay his meth-
od ia how palnlcaa and apeedy how tins
Homo Treatment quickly and permanently
Slves sound, healthy teeth.

Juat alt down NOW and write ua-o- r this
free book, A few minutes will convince ou
that Dr. Willard'a Homo Treatment la what
you arc looking for. Don't tyilt. Thero i
no pain connected with It. W have received
scores of letters from people saying thev
would have given hundreds nf dollars had
they known of Dr. Willard's Home Treatmen,
In time. Address Pr. F. W. WILUARD.
Sulto 3 Powers Illdg.. Chicago. AoWt.
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